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MAY 28, 2023                             Pentecost Sunday                10:00 AM                        
*Please rise as you are able, in body or in spirit 

Bold print indicates a unison reading 
 

PRELUDE                                  Various Melodies  

                                  Pianist, Ricky Francese  

 
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE  
We light this candle to invite the Spirit of God into this space of worship. 

                         
OPENING SONG        Come, Now is the Time to Worship 

                                          Wilson Music Collective 

Refrain: Come, now is the time to worship 

Come, now is the time to give your heart 

Come, just as you are to worship 

Come, just as you are before your God 

Come 

 
WELCOME                   Matthew May 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                     Liturgist, Nancy Scott 

Adapted from Psalm 104 

 

How great are your works, O Lord! 
 

Your wisdom created us all. 
 

All creation looks to you, 
 

For care in our time of need. 
 

May the glory of the Lord endure forever! 
 

We will praise the Lord all our lives! 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

OPENING PRAYER  
How great are you, O Lord! We see your majesty in the whole of creation. We 

invoke your Spirit in this place where we have gathered that our eyes be adjusted to 

see your glory. May the meditations of our hearts be pleasing to you as we worship 

you in the name of your Holy son, the Christ. Amen. 

 
 
HYMN #300               In the Garden           Wilson Music Collective 
    

Refrain: And he walks with me, and he talks with me, and he tells me I am his own; 

and the joy we share, as we tarry there, none other has ever known. 

 
PRAYER OF RECONCILIATION 
(All are invited to participate verbally in our prayer of reconciliation) 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent, for the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 
 



 

 

  

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
One: Peace be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

         
PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
Please respond with  “Lord, hear our Prayer” 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth  

as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread,  

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power  

and the glory forever. Amen  

 

ANTHEM           I Quietly Turned to You                                   

                        Tracey Haskell 
         

*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

praise him all creatures here below; praise him above, you heavenly host, 

praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF GRATITUDE                
 

GATHERING OF OUR CHILDREN     

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



SCRIPTURE READING               Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

Then Peter stood up with the other eleven apostles and in a loud voice began to 
speak to the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, listen to 
me and let me tell you what this means. 

“Listen to these words, fellow Israelites! Jesus of Nazareth was a man whose 
divine authority was clearly proven to you by all the miracles and wonders which 
God performed through him. You yourselves know this, for it happened here 
among you. In accordance with his own plan God had already decided that Jesus 
would be handed over to you; and you killed him by letting sinful men crucify him. 
But God resurrected him from death, setting him free from its power, because it 
was impossible that death should hold him prisoner. For David said about him, 

‘I saw the Lord before me at all times; 
    He is near me, and I will not be troubled. 
And so I am filled with gladness, 
    and my words are full of joy. 
And I, mortal though I am, 
    will rest assured in hope, 
because you will not abandon me in the world of the dead; 
    you will not allow your faithful servant to rot in the grave. 
You have shown me the paths that lead to life, 
    and your presence will fill me with joy.’ 

“My friends, I must speak to you plainly about our famous ancestor King David. He 
died and was buried, and his grave is here with us to this very day. He was a 
prophet, and he knew what God had promised him: God had made a vow that he 
would make one of David's descendants a king, just as David was. David saw what 
God was going to do in the future, and so he spoke about the resurrection of the 
Messiah when he said, 

‘He was not abandoned in the world of the dead; 
    his body did not rot in the grave.’ 

God has raised this very Jesus from death, and we are all witnesses to this fact. 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READING                         Acts 2:1-21 
               

 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a 

sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole 

house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that 

separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 
 

Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under 

heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, 

because each one heard their own language being spoken. Utterly amazed, they 

asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that each of us 

hears them in our native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of 

Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 

Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and 

converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of 

God in our own tongues!” Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What 

does this mean?” 
 

Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.” 

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: 

“Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; 

listen carefully to what I say. These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only 

nine in the morning! No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 

 

“‘In the last days, God says, 

    I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 

Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 

    your young men will see visions, 

    your old men will dream dreams. 

Even on my servants, both men and women, 

    I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 

    and they will prophesy. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I will show wonders in the heavens above 

    and signs on the earth below, 

    blood and fire and billows of smoke. 

The sun will be turned to darkness 

    and the moon to blood 

    before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 

And everyone who calls 

    on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 

 

*GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, 

and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 

SENDING OUR CHILDREN 
 
SERMON                                         THE POWER                       Matthew May                           

                                                                  
ANTHEM                              I’m So Blessed  

                       Wilson Music Collective 

 
BLESSING OUR CHILDREN 

 
BENEDICTION                           Matthew May                    
 
POSTLUDE                                 Various Melodies 

                         Pianist, Ricky Francese 

      

          
            
 
 
 

                   
          
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can call the office for Pastoral assistance at 

(908) 755-5020 or email admin@wilsonmemorialchurch.org 

Our Pastor, Rev. Michael Droege, will be on leave until the end of June. In his 

absence, pastoral concerns will be attended to by Matthew May, 

our Seminarian  from Drew Theological School and Rev. Beth Scibenski, a 

longtime friend of Pastor Michael and friend of Wilson. 

Please contact Tina in our office and she will direct your concern. 
 

Rev. Michael Droege, Pastor 

Timothy Walton, Director of Music & Worship Arts 

Matthew May, Seminary Intern 

Roberta Smith, Accompanist 

Pam Cox, Bell Choir Director 

Jacob Feldman, A/V Specialist 

Tina Kelly, Administrator 

Harold Kreis, Sexton 

The Rev. Barbara Peters, Pastor Emerita 
 

 

How to Support the Work of Wilson Memorial Church 

 

In Service: You are invited to place your offerings in the plate at the  

back of the Sanctuary. 
 

By Mail: Gifts can be sent to the office at: 

7 Valley Road 

Watchung, NJ 07069 
 

Online: Use our secure giving portal by clicking the “Giving” link on our 

website; www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org 
 

Text-to-Give: Text WILSONCHURCH to (908) 460-8818 and follow the setup 

prompts for your first time. Once set up, you can simply text the gift amount to 

the above number. 

 

Follow us on social media @mywilsonchurch 

mailto:admin@wilsonmemorialchurch.org


CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

Massage Envy gift card for a one-hour session in the Warren Branch will be 

available for a discounted price of $30 during coffee hour while supply lasts. 

Perfect for Mother’s Day, Father’s Day or Graduation presents. 
 

VBS: Hear more about this year’s VBS! Monday, June 5 @ 6:00 pm. 

Volunteers needed during the week of July 24th.  

Contact Kendal for more details @ kendalmactaggart@gmail.com 
 

 

Sunday, June 11: Our annual church picnic will be right after our Sunday 

Worship service. Please bring a side to share. Wilson will provide hamburgers and 

hotdogs.  
 
 

For Prayer:  

Marge Balcerski • Joe Higgins, and his family • The family of Karen Cito.  

 

Next Gala planning meeting: June 12 @ 5pm 

 


